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House of Burgess: Limestone Comedy Festival 
journal II 


Bloomington once again alive with laughter 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


After last year’s inaugural Limestone Comedy Festival in Bloomington, it 
was hard to imagine the sequel meeting the high standard of the first. It 
was clear from the first show Thursday at the Buskirk-Chumley Theater, this 
year’s celebration surpassed it in many ways. Opening headliner Patton 
Oswalt fought an impending illness and a "phantom" beeping sound in the 
crowd to deliver a riotous performance, which included bits from his 


recently-released album, “Tragedy Plus Comedy Equals Time.” Mat Alano- 


Martin, comedian and festival co-director, performed a short opening set 
before Oswalt took the stage. “It was an honor and very cool,” he said 


Monday. 


Friday’s headliner, Jimmy Pardo, laid down a quick-witted performance, 
mainly focused on spontaneous crowd work. Backstage, between shows, 
Pardo told me he has used the same skeleton of an act for a few years now, 


but with plenty of room left for the unexpected. 


“I improvised about 70 percent of that, and 30 percent is the act,” he said. 


On Saturday afternoon, Pardo and cohorts Pat Francis and Matt Belknap 
again took to the BCT stage to record an episode of their long-running 
podcast, “Never Not Funny.” Pardo said doing live versions of their 
normally in-studio show offered different challenges when an audience was 


involved. 


“When you’re doing it live there’s obviously the immediacy,” he said. “I 


think you go more for the laugh more than you do in the studio.” 


Saturday’s headliner, Emo Philips, definitely earned the advertised title of 
“legendary.” He was absolutely one of the best comedians I’ve ever seen in 


my entire life. 


“The festival draws such a marvelous audience! Now I know how pilots feel 


when they get a tailwind the entire flight,” he told me Monday. His set was 


a physical, multimedia experience complete with examples of demented 
greeting cards, and the screening of a 1992 silent film, “The Can Man,” 
which Philips accompanied on stage with a clarinet. In addition to 
performing during the festival, Philips was also in the midst of being filmed 


for an upcoming movie, “Stalking Emo.” 


“A documentary crew has been following me all over the country, to dozens 


of my shows, filming me and interviewing my fans,” he said. 


One particular strength of this year’s festival was the featuring of several 
talented female comedians from different backgrounds including: Erin 
Foley; Native Hoosier and new “Saturday Night Live” cast member Sasheer 


Zamata; Carmen Lynch; and Cristela Alonzo. 


“We certainly don’t have a quota system or anything, and funny trumps all, 
but we do think what makes a great festival is a variety of different comedic 


voices and viewpoints,” said Alano-Martin. 


I caught up with Alonzo after her late Thursday show at the Ivy Tech John 
Waldron Arts Center. She told me about her new television show, “Cristela,” 
which is set to premiere Sept. 26 on ABC, with new episodes premiering at 
8 p.m. Fridays after that. Alonzo, who is playing herself in the series, said 


the show is based on stories from her life. 


“The cast is a better-looking version of my family, but they think that 


they’re accurately represented,” she said, laughing. 


Alonzo said the show’s style would strive to follow in the footsteps of such 


classic sitcoms as “Roseanne” and “Everybody Loves Raymond.” 


“Tt was taking a bunch of my bits and making episodes of the bits,” she said. 


“People don’t do that any more.” 


While it was thrilling to see some of my favorite comedians in action, 
several gifted openers caught my attention, as well, including: D.K. 
Hamilton, who had some insightful bits on race relations and marriage; and 
Kristin Clifford, who described the pitfalls of “Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit” as date night material, and the sad, predictable fate of female 


investigative journalists in Lifetime Original Movies. 


Alano-Martin said next year’s festival has already been announced for June 
4 to 6, 2015, with headliners being revealed in January. I don’t know how 
they’re going to top this year’s festival, but please believe TIl be there to 


find out. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


